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A Message from the Editors
Siân Jones and Emily Mather

April 2013 3

Welcome to the 76th issue of Developmental Forum ☺☺☺☺ In our first issue as 

Editors we warmly welcome Patrick Leman to the Section as Chair. Patrick 

discusses his vision for developmental psychology on page 4 . 

The annual BPS Developmental Conference was held on September 7th -9th

in Glasgow, at the University of Strathclyde. In this issue, several delegates 

review the conference and what they gained from attending. 

Looking ahead to this year’s conference, Graham Schafer introduces a new 

venture for the Developmental Section, CogDev 2013.  Please remember to 

register soon for the early bird discount and secure your accommodation 

(see p. 14 for more details). 

Other highlights: Rachel Cole-Fletcher reviews a new title in developmental 

psychology (p. 19), and we explore Oxford Brookes BabyLab (p.  18) and 

Kingston University’s MSc course (p. 17). There are some fantastic events 

occurring around the UK in the coming year, including the Psychology of 

Women Conference (see p. 21) and the BPS PsyPAG conference (see p. 20). 

We send a big thank you to this month’s contributors. Thank you, too, for 

reading and supporting the newsletter. Please get in touch if you would like 

to contribute to the Forum. We hope you enjoy this issue! 

SiânSiânSiânSiân and Emilyand Emilyand Emilyand Emily

Developmental Forum 76



A Message from the Chair
Patrick Leman
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For me, as chair of the section and together with an excellent and enthusiastic 

committee, the important question is how best to build upon these successes. As a 

committee we have already started to make changes for the future. For many years 

we have been lucky to host a succession of the best developmental researchers from 

around the world at our annual conferences. In order to maintain an international 

quality programme we need to plan ahead to secure the best speakers and the best 

venues (at the best prices) for our future conferences. So at the end of last year we 

signed an agreement with BPS Conferences (a team of conferences and events experts 

based in the BPS Head Office) to take over more of the day-to-day aspects of 

conference organisation from 2014. The important decision-making such as the 

content of the programme, choices of venues and input to the level of conference 

registration fees remains with the section committee. This agreement allows us to 

make better and longer term plans and to focus our energy on maintaining the 

scientific quality of our flagship event.

The Section’s annual conference in Reading 2013 is certain to be one of the best yet. 

We have leading international speakers, a packed programme of high quality symposia 

covering all areas of developmental psychology including social, educational, and 

clinical themes as well, of course as cognitive development. Social events will generate 

a real buzz. There will be a “meet the experts” lunch for postgraduate students. There

British developmental psychology is in great shape. Our Section 

remains one of the largest in the British Psychological Society (BPS). 

British developmentalists regularly publish in world-leading journals 

and our annual conferences – including last year’s fantastic event at 

Strathclyde University which included plenty of enthusiastic, if 

sometimes uncoordinated, post-dinner dancing - continue to be the 

best attended (probably) and the most fun (certainly) of all the 

Society’s sections. Alongside these successes there is growing public 

interest in the sorts of topics that, typically, have been the focus of 

developmental research.
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is a rumour that there will be Morris Dancing! It is important, too, that conference 

will be held in a single location, with affordable accommodation, lecture and session 

rooms, and venues for social events all very close together. If you haven’t yet 

checked out the conference site, do so. There’s more information elsewhere in this 

newsletter.

The conference is an important part of what we do. But we want to find more ways 

to deliver better value to you, our members. We hope to make much more use of 

our webpages, and to provide some support for international collaborative 

activities. We’ll be developing and communicating these to you, and asking for your 

views, in due course. And I am sure you’ll agree that our redesigned newsletter is 

excellent and sets the standard for what we want to do in the future.

There are further ways in which we will seek to promote and grow the work that 

we, as developmental psychologists, do. I think we can do a better job of 

communicating our research and the implications of this research outside of our 

discipline. There are numerous aspects of public and social policy, and broader 

social debates, where developmental research could make a useful contribution. 

Too often an informed research perspective isn’t heard or debates are based on 

misunderstandings or misrepresentations of the scientific evidence. There are many 

ways to achieve what is, for want of a better word, “impact”. I have already 

approached colleagues to make contributions to BPS and other governmental 

consultations that have the potential to feed into policy decisions. In the longer 

term we should be able to build more policy-oriented discussions and debates into 

our conference and hold further events.

I firmly believe that developmental research works best as a collaborative activity; 

when developmental research is not and developmental researchers are not 

constrained by geographical or disciplinary boundaries. As developmental 

psychologists we should not forget that our work is useful and our perspective is 

fundamental to broader psychological science. In fact, the main reason I chose to 

become a developmental psychologist is that I felt that understanding social and 

cognitive change is the most important question for any psychologist.

Patrick LemanPatrick LemanPatrick LemanPatrick Leman

Message from the Chair

Patrick Leman



BPS Developmental Section 

Conference, 2012
In Review

We asked this year’s prize and bursary winners, as well as 

some local conference organizers, to give us their take on last 

year’s conference. This is what they said…

Local Organizers

My colleague , Simon Hunter, and I organised the Developmental Section Conference that was held 

at the University of Strathclyde in 2012. We were assisted by many post-doctoral researchers, post-

graduates and undergraduate students. Two hundred delegates from the UK, US, Japan, Australia 

and many other countries attended the conference. The programme included keynotes , Judy 

DeLoache (University of Virginia) on the topic of symbolic understanding and Marinus van 

IJzendoorn (Leiden University) spoke about susceptibility genes. David Coghill (University of Dundee) 

a child psychiatrist, gave a presentation about the neuropsychology of ADHD and Koichi Negayama

(Waseda University, Tokyo) spoke about infant-mother relationships.   

The conference programme not only seemed to be enjoyed by delegates but also received external 

attention. The Psychologist (November 2012, Vol 25 No. 11) published two articles on the 

conference. ‘The spectrum of development’ (p. 808-809) summarised a range of presentations 

including work presented by Kevin Durkin on technology use in children with developmental 

disorders and Gaia Scerif (Margaret Donaldson Early Career Prize winner, see page x) on attention 

control. The second article ‘Developing Interest’ (p. 812-813) summarised the media attention 

received by presenters at the conference. Research presented at the conference attracted significant 

media attention including two articles in the Telegraph. The presenter Gina Mireault (Johnson State 

College, U.S), for example, received significant press attention for her research on how babies learn 

humour from their parents (see http://t.co/imNjmFUp).

Organising the conference was a highly worthwhile but exhausting experience! The next Section 

conference will be somewhat different in nature as it is to be held jointly with the Cognitive Section. 

Graham Schafer and his team at the University of Reading have conference plans well underway for 

2013 (see page 14) and the programme is very exciting. I am looking forward to being an attendee at 

Reading rather than an organiser!    

Sinead Rhodes, Senior Lecturer, University of Strathclyde
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Unlike some other conferences , the poster presentation sessions at this 

conference were very popular with most of delegates which was great as it 

gave me the opportunity to discuss my research with a variety of experts in 

the field. This was particularly valuable for me as some senior academics 

who’s work I had been following and citing throughout my MRes attended 

the session and gave me valuable advice. As well as gaining advice on my 

research, attending the presentations of other researchers and the 

keynote talks inspired new research ideas which I intend to pursue in the 

near future. Overall, the conference was a very enjoyable experience and I 

found most of the other delegates to be very sociable and engaging which 

was great for networking.  I feel that attending this conference as a 

postgraduate bursary winner has greatly enhanced my C.V.

Toni Fallon, Postgraduate,  University of Strathclyde
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Winning a student bursary to attend the BPS 

Developmental Section Annual Conference 2012 

was an excellent opportunity. I presented a poster 

which was based on my Masters research. I found 

the presentation to be a valuable experience 

because it was a great way to show off my work to a 

wide audience and to gain exposure for my 

research. 

BPS Developmental Section Conference 

In Review: Local Organizers

Oral Presentation



This was the first BPS conference I would attend as a PhD 

student, just weeks after I secured funding and left 

primary-school teaching to return to study psychology.  In 

the months preceding Dev12 I also saw the work involved 

in organising a conference like this for the first time.  As 

part of the local organising team, I worked on a surprising 

range of tasks, from designing steward t-shirts to liaising 

with exhibitors and helping compile information for the 

program which was a challenging though thoroughly 

rewarding experience.  The PsyPag pre-conference 

workshops were a great way to meet peers from other 

universities and as the conference opened it was nice to 

see our hard work pay off and to be able to put all the 

faces in attendance to the many names I knew from the 

literature.

BPS Developmental Section Conference 

In Review: Local Organizers

April 2013 8Developmental Forum 76

A personal highlight of the conference was one of the keynote presentations by David 

Coghill: “Unravelling the Nueropsychology of ADHD”.  I had the opportunity to meet Dr.

Coghill after his presentation and sought his views on my own research, showing there 

to be some truth in the clichés of ‘networking opportunities’ at conferences, even for 

researchers at the earliest stages of their careers.  I also thoroughly enjoyed the 

symposia “Beyond the obvious: Towards a detailed understanding of executive 

functions and their role in cognitive development” and “Cognitive predictors of 

academic achievement”, as these too contained presentations closely aligned to my 

own research.

Over the three days I met some great people and am proud to say I helped make Dev12 

happen. I would wholeheartedly encourage my fellow PhD students out there to 

volunteer as members of a local organising committee should the opportunity present 

itself. Good luck to the new team in Reading and I look forward to seeing the fruits of 

your labour at CogDev13!

Martin Toye, PhD Student, University of Strathclyde

Poster Session
Keynote Address



I attended the BPS Developmental Section Conference to present some of my PhD 

research on problem-solving skills in autism and deafness. This was my first time 

attending the event and my first oral presentation at a conference, so I thought it was 

going to be quite daunting. However, it wasn’t at all; the atmosphere was really 

welcoming and there was clearly a lot of genuine interest in research from students 

and early-career researchers.

There was a wide range of fascinating talks over the three days. Of the keynotes, I 

particularly enjoyed the presentation by Anna Remington on perceptual processes in 

autism, Gaia Scerif’s talk on attentional control, and Marinus Van IJzendoorn’s lecture 

on susceptibility genes in development. Elsewhere, there were some really good 

symposia on executive functioning and its variability over time (Chair: Charlie Lewis), 

the use of new technology to study developmental disorders (Chair: Kevin Durkin), 

and symbolic understanding in autism and typical development (Chair: Melissa Allen).   

Ben Alderson-Day, Research Associate, University of Durham

BPS Developmental Section Conference 

In Review: Bursary Winners

The year’s Developmental Section Conference in Glasgow covered a wide range of 

issues concerning both typical and atypical development. The diverse range of talks 

and posters demonstrated the breadth of the Developmental Section, as well as the 

high quality research members of the Section conduct. Two talks, however, were 

particularly good. These were Marinus van IJzendoorn’s (Leiden University) keynote 

presentation and Anna Remington’s (University of Oxford) Neil O’Connor Prize Winner 

Address. Marinus van IJzendoorn’s talk covered a number of studies that have 

demonstrated how various genes that have been shown to make children vulnerable 

to the effects of adverse environments also appear to lead them to benefit more than 

their peers from optimal rearing environments. Meanwhile, Anna Remington’s talk 

outlined how her research has provided evidence that individuals with autism 

spectrum disorders exhibit increased perceptual capacity when performing a number 

of cognitive tasks. Both talks, therefore, demonstrated the strengths, as well as the 

weaknesses, associated with atypical development. This important theme was 

something that I took away from this conference.

David Smailes, PhD student, University of Durham
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Mimi Kirke-Smith spoke about her work with Henry and Messer (London South Bank/the Open 

University) on childhood maltreatment and problematic executive functioning in adolescence. 

In addition, Katherine Shelton (Cardiff University) presented a poster on maltreatment, adoptive 

mothers’ depressive symptoms, and children’s well-being.

I was fortunate enough to present different aspects of my own work in two symposia. The first  

was on the topic of biological and social correlates of emotional development . The  second 

symposium addressed the topic of social and developmental processes in vulnerable 

populations of children and young people. Slides from this symposium are available 

online: http://nikkilukepsych.wordpress.com. Another  conference highlight was a symposium 

on parenting and children’s socio-emotional development. 

A final note of praise should be reserved for the pre-conference workshop on Structural 

Equation Modelling using Mplus. Nick Shrane (University of Manchester ) managed to explain 

this complex analytic procedure in comprehensible and concrete terms. I for one left the 

session with a much clearer idea of how to apply this knowledge to my own research. 

Nikki Luke, PhD student, University of Sussex

BPS Developmental Section Conference 

In Review: Bursary Winners
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Like the eclectic mix of architecture in its host city of 

Glasgow, the programme for the last BPS 

Developmental Section Conference offered a diverse 

mix of revered classics and (relative) newcomers. The 

presentations covered a broad range of topics within 

the discipline, ensuring that attendees had a good 

choice over the three days.

I was pleased to discover a number of presentations 

addressing my research interest in the developmental 

outcomes of child maltreatment. These included an 

enlightening keynote address by Professor Marinus van 

IJzendoorn, who presented  evidence to suggest that 

particular children may be more susceptible to both 

positive and negative environmental influences. 

Elsewhere in the programme, Kay and Green 

(Manchester University) presented evidence of high 

rates of attachment disorder in maltreated 

adolescents.

Poster Session



necessary to ignore information, update knowledge and maintain it online. The development of attentional

control influences learning in typically developing young children, who are amazinglyattuned to selecting and 

encoding information.  In turn, attentional deficits can lead to cascading effects across many domains of 

cognition. In this context, studying individuals with disorders of attentional control of well identified genetic 

aetiology from early childhood, rather than just in adulthood, opens doors to understanding how the structure 

of cognition emerges over time in genetically well constrained populations. 

With my team and collaborators, I have investigated profiles of early attention difficulties in developmental 

disorders that are either genetically or functionally defined, as well as their trajectories and outcomes on 

behaviour and cognition. Understanding how distinct attention disorders affect cognitive processes has required 

a prospective longitudinal approach and experimental paradigms that can tap attention in young and less able 

children. This is by no means simple, but increasingly feasible by combining experimental methods that assess 

looking (e.g., eye-tracking measures) with child-friendly cognitive neuroscience tools (e.g., 

electroencephalography, EEG, or magnetoencephalography, MEG). As well as assessing attention difficulties, we 

study optimal interactions of attention with memory and learning over typical development, from early 

childhood into adulthood. 

I have been very fortunate to gain depth in this work through fantastic postdoctoral researchers and doctoral 

students, while also building breadth from collaborations with colleagues in neuroscience, genetics and a 

longstanding partnership with national associations supporting children with genetic disorders and their 

families. I am sure that it is thanks to these outstanding colleagues at all levels that my research was selected 

this year by the British Psychological Society for the Margaret Donaldson Prize, an award named after this highly 

influential developmental psychologist for early career contributions to the field of developmental psychology. 

Attending the Annual Section conference this year was a real pleasure, as in other years, because of the many 

contributions by young researchers asking questions across diverse domains of cognitive, emotional and social 

development. 

A fundamental question about human cognition is the extent to which it is predetermined 

to take its adult shape, or is instead malleable and dependent on learning from the 

environment. This issue naturally brings researchers to investigate the early development 

of cognitive functions, and theoretical positions have coalesced around distinct 

alternatives. Nativists propose that infants come to the world equipped with a 

sophisticated armament of skills and conceptual knowledge. Claims of innate specification 

of cognitive domains have been bolstered by dissociations of function in individuals with 

developmental disorders, especially those associated with a known genetic aetiology. 

Constructivist accounts instead see environmental input as instrumental and question the 

notion of developmental disorders as islets of intact and impaired ability.

A way to turn impasse into dialogue is to ask how knowledge emerges through the active 

selection of information in a complex environment. Processes such as attentional control 

(the selection of information in the environment) gate further encoding into short-term 

and long-term memory. Attentional processes also provide the mental workspace

Gaia Scerif

Attention, Brain and 

Cognitive 

Development, 

Department of 

Experimental 

Psychology, University 

of Oxford

BPS Developmental Section Conference 

In Review: Prize Winner –

Margaret Donaldson Early Career Award
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I was thrilled to attend the 2012 BPS Developmental Section 

Conference as the recipient of the Neil O’Connor Award for 

Research into Developmental Disability. 

My research looks at strengths in Autism Spectrum Disorder 

(ASD) with a particular focus on attention and perception in 

the condition. Together with my colleagues, I have put 

forward evidence for increased perceptual capacity in ASD; 

individuals with ASD can process more information at any 

one time than neurotypical controls (Remington et al 2009; 2012). This offers an explanation 

for both the superiorities (e.g. enhanced visual search) and deficits (distractibility) that are 

seen within the condition; in some cases the extra capacity will be useful and will enhance 

task performance whereas in other situations it will lead to increased distractor processing 

and will therefore manifest as a deficit. This capacity may also underlie one of the core 

behavioural features of autism: a preoccupation with object parts and scrutiny of fine object 

details. 

Much of my early work involved adults, but my recent focus has been on the development of 

this capacity. We have demonstrated the presence of increased perceptual capacity in 

children with ASD. However, a question remains:  is an increased capacity present from birth, 

leading to scrutiny of fine object detail which may then result in high levels of visual expertise 

(e.g., artistic savants)? Or do behaviours such as a preoccupation with object parts increase 

the tendency to analyse detail and therefore eventually, through “training,” lead to increased 

capacity and better performance on tasks that involve this type of process? It was clear that I 

needed some developmental advice and the BPS section conference seemed the ideal place 

to get it!

It lived up to expectations – I had productive and encouraging discussions with colleagues old 

and new, forged fresh collaborations and vowed to resurrect some previous ones that had 

been neglected over the past months. I learnt a huge amount both from sessions that directly 

relate to my own research (fascinating work by the Lancaster Crew on drawing, intentionality 

and symbolism in autism) and those that I attended purely for personal interest (too many to 

mention!). I emerged from Strathclyde inspired and motivated. It was a big week for me: my 

first BPS Developmental Section Conference, my first Ceilidh, my first research award, my first 

keynote address – all in all probably the most nervous I’d been in several years.  It goes 

without saying that the award means a huge amount to me and I feel so privileged to have 

been chosen. It adds credibility to my research, gives me amazing exposure within the field 

and it is great to see that others acknowledge the work that we are doing.

BPS Developmental Section Conference, 2012 

In Review: Prize Winner – Neil O’Connor Award

Anna Remington,

University College , Oxford University
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It was particularly meaningful to me that the award was in Neil O’Connor’s name. He was one 

of the ‘greats’ of the psychology world and in particular of the autism research world. I 

thought it would be great to stand up at the start of the address and say something about how 

my work fits with his and how he would hopefully be pleased with this year’s choice. That, 

however, is not entirely the case. In his autism research with Beate Hermelin, O’Connor 

pioneered the use of carefully-matched comparison groups, such as those comprised of 

intellectually-impaired non-autistic children. He also frowned upon the constant use of the 

more able section of the autism spectrum. My research on the other hand is almost entirely 

based on individuals with high-functioning ASD and typically-developing controls. We do 

however share the passion for exploring ability rather than disability within the condition so 

perhaps this award can both highlight our common ground and also serve as a timely 

reminder of the direction I should move in next. It’s time for some different controls, some 

cross-syndrome comparisons and an exploration of capacity across all levels of ASD 

functioning. This ‘in print’ declaration may well come back to haunt me… but for now that’s 

my story and I’m sticking to it!  

BPS Developmental Section Conference, 2012 

In Review: Prize Winner – Neil O’Connor Award

April 2013 13Developmental Forum 76

Keynote Address



BPS CogDev 2013
A combined Cognitive and 

Developmental Section Conference

4th-6th September 2013

University of Reading 

For 2013, the Developmental Section is joining forces with the Cognitive Section, 

hosting CogDev 2013 at Reading. The combination of highly accessible location, 

great academic programme, and a superb complement of speakers promises a 

truly stimulating conference.

The theme of the conference is the relationship between cognition and 

development, although submissions on either theme will be considered. Keynote 

speakers are Mark Seidenberg, Faraneh Vargha-Khadem, Sue Gathercole, and 

Mike Tomasello.

In addition to the headline keynote speakers, CogDev 2013 has secured a very 

strong programme of invited symposia, organised by many of the key players in 

the UK and European scene, including Dorothy Bishop, Andy Bremner, Nikki 

Botting, Marc Brysbaert, Tony Charman, Vincent Connelly, Cathy Creswell, Gareth 

Gaskell, Margaret Harris, Chris Jarrold, Denis Mareschal, David Messer, Lynne 

Murray, Kate Nation, Vince Reid, Tricia Riddell, Gaia Scerif, Jeanne Shinskey, and 

Theo Marinis.

Says local organiser Graham Schafer “The Reading campus really lends itself to 

this kind of meeting. The Palmer building can hold the entire academic 

programme under a single roof, and the atrium design allows easy movement 

between sessions. Plus, a decent espresso will never be far away!”

Attendees can present individual papers or posters. In addition to the traditional 

oral symposium format, you may choose to offer a poster symposium, and for 

graduate students, there is a 10 minute format - with no questions at the end.

April 2013 14Developmental Forum 76



Bursaries are available for 250 towards registration costs. There are 24 of these 

(16 Developmental. 8 Cognitive), for students submitting abstracts (just tick the 

box when you submit). The Wessex branch of the BPS has generously added 

another four £250 bursaries, on top of those offered. For these and other details, 

go to the conference website.

The conference includes a lively social programme, the main event of which is an 

‘Evening of English Entertainment’. There will be displays of morris dancing, 

English songs and riddles, followed by an evening of country dancing to a local 

band. Graham is hoping for sunny evenings: “Come rain or shine, the newly-

refurbished Meadow Suite will put us right in the middle of our lovely campus, by 

the lake” he adds.

Registration includes all meals. Good quality accommodation is available right on 

site, as part of a package. Ofsted childcare is available.

BPS CogDev Conference, 2013
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Conference Website BPS Shop Website

http://tinyurl.com/azmmhtlhttp://www.reading.ac.uk/pcls/CogDev2013.aspx

BPS CogDev Conference, 2013

Call for Abstracts and Registration 

Visit the conference website to see further details of the conference, to 

download submission documents, or to submit an abstract. 

Registration is now open. Early bird rates apply until 21st June, 2013. The call 

for abstracts for oral, poster and symposium presentations is also open –

deadline 30th April, 2013. 

Registration itself is payable at the BPS shop. 

Follow and tweet about the conference on Twitter using hashtag #cogdev2013
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Featured Course
MSc in Child Psychology, Kingston University

Kingston University’s MSc in Child Psychology looks at research in child psychology, focusing on the advanced study of 

psychological development in children and the implications of psychological theory and research for policy and practice. It is 

ideal for those who would like to start or promote a career working with children in areas such as teaching and social work; it 

also provides an excellent foundation for pursuing a research career in child or developmental psychology. In addition, the 

course is aimed at childcare professionals, including teachers, paediatric nurses and social workers who wish to develop their 

knowledge of child psychology and enhance their professional work.

During the course students are introduced to the theories of child psychology, considering them in relation to the real world. 

Students cover the empirical research and theories of developmental psychology, focusing on implications for policy and 

practice. They also study the application of developmental psychology to social policy, such as social issues, education and 

school issues, and health; and the factors influencing the development of children’s relationships. The dissertation enables 

study an area of interest in depth and gain valuable research skills.

Please email suggestions for featured courses in future issues of Developmental Forum to the editors. 

Developmental Forum 76 April 2013 15

For More Information: 

Please visit www.kingston.ac.uk/pgchildpsychol or 

email the course director, Dr. Elisa Back at e.back@kingston.ac.uk

Hayley Hunt 

graduated from the 

course in January 

2010 and has now 

started her PhD in 

Autism Spectrum 

Disorders.

Tamsin Polson is currently 

studying the course. she decided 

to stay on at Kingston after 

originally coming from South 

Africa. 

“The way that the course was structured in terms of modules was interesting as they covered such a diverse 

range of psychological subjects and theories. Whereas other universities offer developmental modules, which in 

part focus on children, Kingston offered this course as specific to the child. This fitted in with my career direction, 

as I am a qualified secondary school teacher. [Teaching on the course was] excellent.  All the lecturers were 

passionate about their subject and had a wealth of knowledge to impart.  Lectures were designed to last 2 hours; 

the first hour was a pure lecture format and the following hour was directed seminar time.  I specifically liked the 

fact that the staff were prepared to review essays and give feedback for improvement. The preparation for the 

dissertation was exceptional; there were a series of lectures where other lecturers presented their specialism and 

gave inspiration for additional research. I think the quality of the support is well worth mentioning, I had good 

access to my supervisor for my dissertation and I found her guidance invaluable. [The facilities and resources 

were] again, excellent. There is available space in the computer labs and you can also book discussion rooms at 

the library to help plan any team presentations.  The librarians are excellent too.  They seem to have magic 

fingers and can find the source of that rare article you want to get your hands on.”

“I decided to take the course at Kingston, because I did my undergraduate Psychology course here. I 

looked at other universities and Kingston University was the only place, which offered the exact course I 

wanted to do. This course will benefit my future career aspirations as I have been given the opportunity 

to gain some experience doing research with young children. I am not entirely sure exactly what my plan 

is, but I think it will be something along the lines of Educational Psychology. The teaching on the course is 

wonderful. The lecturers are very engaging, helpful and encourage you to interact. The modules on the 

course are also very beneficial for gaining a greater insight into the psychology of a child. The whole 

course is good and very interesting, however I think the best thing is working with children on the 

Volunteering with Children module.”



Featured Lab
Brookes Baby Lab, Oxford Brookes University 

Having just started in post at Oxford Brookes University, Siân thought this would be a good opportunity 

to showcase the work of the Brookes BabyLab. Brookes Babylab studies the social-cognitive 

development of babies and children up to nine years of age.

Example Projects

The Power of Print: Children’s Trust in What They Read

Dr. Shiri Einav and her Research Assistant Fiona Palmgren are conducting an investigation into children’s 

trust and evaluation of written information compared to spoken information; this study is funded by the 

British Academy. They will be testing children aged 6 and 9 years-old to see if greater experience with 

reading and writing will affect the default trust in text. 

Children's use of social consensus as a cue to reliability

In everyday life, people must continually weigh up the reliability of new information that is presented to 

them by others in order to avoid being led astray by false claims (e.g., mistakes, lies). This task is 

particularly crucial in development as children's knowledge acquisition depends heavily on information 

that they receive from others. In general, adults recognise that testimony that is independently 

endorsed by several people is more reliable than the potentially idiosyncratic or false belief of an 

individual. In the current study, we are investigating whether children make use of this 'social 

consensus' cue and how this awareness develops between the ages of 3 and 6 years. 

Please email suggestions for featured labs in future issues of Developmental Forum to the editors. 

Developmental Forum 76 April 2013 15

For More Information:
http://psych.brookes.ac.uk/

babylab/aboutus.asp



Book Review
Neurodevelopmental Disorders Across the Lifespan: A 

Neuroconstructivist Approach 

Edited by Emily K. Farran & Annette Karmiloff-Smith

This comprehensive and detailed overview of the Neuroconstructivist approach to developmental disorders 

appeals to a broader readership than its title might suggest. Taking the case study of Williams syndrome as its 

standpoint (a fascinating neurodevelopmental disorder that has received far less attention than a disorder such as 

autism), the book outlines, discusses and integrates a wide range of developmental fields from prominent and 

highly reputed researchers.

The book opens with a clear summary of the Neuroconstructivist approach to be taken throughout but this is not at 

the expense of an acceptance that much debate is still on-going within the developmental field, with asides to 

other viewpoints interspersed throughout each chapter. The focus on Williams syndrome as a case in point helps to 

illustrate the core issues being raised, with excellent use of summary examples and figures taken from seminal 

papers in the field.

The core of the text is divided into chapters that become increasingly more specific, beginning with a broad outline 

of domain-general processes and finally focusing in on the areas of social cognition and numeracy. Each sub-section 

uses the example of Williams syndrome to cleverly draw together evidence and research at all levels of 

development, from gene to brain to cognition and environment. The result is the building of a succinct picture in 

each chapter of where deficits and delay might lie in not only Williams syndrome, but applied to other disorders. 

This builds up a clear conceptual framework throughout that can be applied to a much wider field.

Oxford University 

Press,  416pp

£49.99

Particularly useful is the book’s focus on less ‘popular’ research areas that are not 

typically addressed in more general text-books, such as the section on sleep-related 

learning as well as how individuals with Williams syndrome are able to integrate 

and function as adults. The later development of disorders beyond adolescence is 

one that is often overlooked but this text keeps a focus, in all chapters, on the fact 

that development extends into and throughout adulthood.

Whilst proponents of more nativist approaches might initially question the value of 

a book that takes a clear Neuroconstructivist view, this book does so in a way that 

simply highlights the on-going questions within developmental psychology; bringing 

together a complex and diverse field into a neat and well-framed overview. It is a 

book that should therefore appeal to those with a specific interest in Williams 

syndrome, as well as the reader who is interested in how examination of one 

disorder can enlighten and inform the wider field. 

Through this text, the Neuroconstructivist approach and the example of Williams 

syndrome go hand-in-hand to illuminate and explore some of the most interesting 

and core issues currently arising in developmental psychology. The complex and 

divergent area of developmental disorders is dealt with in a way that is anything but 

complex: A clean and comprehensive account.

Rachel Cole-Fletcher, Postgraduate, Newcastle University.

Please email suggestions for books for review in future issues of Developmental 

Forum to the editors. 



Wednesday 17th – Friday, 19th July, 2013

PsyPAG is a national organisation for all psychology postgraduates based at UK Institutions. 

PsyPAG is run on a voluntary basis by postgraduates for postgraduates.

The annual conference provides the ideal opportunity for postgraduate researchers to come 

together and present their research in a supportive and friendly environment. Our aim is to 

provide a wide range of symposia and workshops to provide interest across the topics in 

Psychology and those from cross-disciplinary research. We are honoured to Emeritus Professor 

Graham Hitch, Professor Charlie Lewis and Professor Rob Briner as our keynote speakers.

We also provide an excellent social programme for postgraduates to network including semi-

organised meals and our conference dinner at Barker House Farm.

Registration 

Early Bird Registration is now open (closes Friday 29th March)

Submission for Oral and Poster Presentations opens: Monday 11th March (will close 

Friday, 19th April).

Registration Closes: Friday 14th June, 2013.
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http://www.psych.lancs

.ac.uk/psypag2013/

PsyPAG Annual 

Conference

@PsyPAG2013

#PsyPAG2013





BPS Developmental Section
Online Media

Have you been following the BPS Developmental section 

online? There are now a range of ways to keep up-to-date with 

us…

Website

TwitterFacebook Page

‘Like’ our Facebook page called 

BPS Developmental Section

Follow us on Twitter @BPSDevSection

Some Committee members have given 

their Twitter names on page 23. 
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